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Healthy Start held their fourth annual cooking competition
Saturday, June 10 at the All Children’s Education & Conference Center
in an effort to help foster father/children relationships.



BY RAVEN JOY
SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
“I’m hungry and I like
to eat,” said Janelle
Garcia, one of three
judges lucky enough
to sit at the fourth annual Dads Cook Too!
food
competition
sponsored by Johns
Hopkins All Children’s Hospital.
“The whole purpose of this event is to
get dads to spend
more time with their
children,” explained
Kimberly
BrownWilliams, project director for the Healthy
Start program at John

Hopkins All Children’s Hospital.
The mission of the
Healthy Start program is to improve the
health and well being
of women, children
and families, and included in those families are fathers. The
father service component is called Raising
Your MENtality and is
a support group for
men of all ages who
are raising families.
The group meets
ever y third Thursday
from 11-2 p.m. and discusses a wide range of
topics from child support to mental health
on down to introspec-

tive training and
trauma informed care.
“This is a group
where they can express themselves and
get and give advice,”
said Brown-Williams.
She gave an example where one of the
group’s participants
was so despondent
over
not
having
money to buy his
child a birthday gift
that he wanted to go
out and commit robber y. Hearing this,
the men in the group
got together and
bought his son birthday presents.
“This was a way for
this group of men to

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG
– Noted civil rights
leader Dr. Benjamin
Chavis, Jr. kicked off
the Florida Ethnic
Media Conference last
Thursday at the Poynter Institute. Media outlets from as far north as
Tallahassee and as far
south as Miami were
present.
Chavis is president
and CEO of the National Newspaper Publishers
Association
(NNPA), a trade organization of over 200
African
Americancommunity
owned
newspapers. He noted

See NNPA, page 12

See PRIDE, page 9

Civil rights leader Dr. Benjamin Chavis, Jr.
of hip-hop artists and
recording industry executives.
A longtime advocate
of hip-hop artists,
Chavis recalled having

Staff Writer

to defend the rights of
artists and their artistic
freedom before the
U.S. Congress. He is
proud of these artists,

come together and
rally around another
young man who was
in a desperate state…
That’s the purpose of
the group, to provide
that support and be a
platform for their
voice,” she said.
Participants aren’t
sitting in a circle cr ying for four hours.
Raising Your MENtality brings in community resources such as
lawyers to help the
dads navigate through
the family court system, nurses with
health answers, resources to help with
finding jobs, housing
See COOK, page 8

that in regards to
African Americans, the
mainstream
press
sometimes amplifies
the negative, whereas
the
black
press
searches for and amplifies the positive.
“Not to pretend that
the negative doesn’t
exist,” he pointed out,
“but to put the negative
in proper balance.”
Also president and
CEO of the Hip-Hop
Summit Action Network (HSAN), Chavis
founded HSAN with
Russell Simmons, legendary co-founder of
Def Jam Recordings.
The network is the
world’s largest coalition

BY FRANK DROUZAS

ST. PETERSBURG — To
start Gay Pride month off right,
the Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American History Museum held a “rent party” Saturday, June 10 to introduce the
community their lasted exhibit
“As Gay as they were Black: The
Harlem Renaissance,” and to
honor five members of the
LGBTQ community.
Honorees
included
actor/playwright Bob Devin
Jones, author Sheree Greer, activist Nadine Smith, founder of
the Side Door Jazz series
Desmond Clark and Executive
Director/Co-Founder of Your
Real Stories, Inc. Dr. Lillian Dunlap.
“I can attest to the contributions that they’ve made in our
community,” said Terri Lipsey
Scott, chair of the Woodson Museum, “to make this city a better
place for all of us to enjoy.”
As director of operations for
the Morean Arts Center, Clark
oversaw the construction and
opening of the renowned Chihuly Collection.
Dunlap, a professor, television news reporter, anchor and
producer, is the co-creator/director of “Decades of Day
Work” and the “St. Pete Stories”
series. Her organization Your
Real Stories, which she cofounded with Jaye Sheldon, uses
storytelling and theater to bring
real experiences of everyday
people to life.
“With Your Real Stories, we
have been working very hard to
tell the stories that don’t get told
and tell them well,” Dunlap said,
“and the Woodson has always
been happy to help us do that.”
Sheree Greer founded Oral
Fixation in 2010, the longest
running LGBTQ open mic series in Tampa Bay and founded
the Kitchen Table Literary Arts
Center in 2014 to showcase the
works of women writers of
color. She is the author of two
novels, “Let the Lover Be” and
“A Return to Arms.” Greer
teaches creative writing and
African-American literature at

Florida Ethnic Media Conference brings
in civil rights leader
BY FRANK DROUZAS

Desmond Clark and
Terri Lipsey Scott
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REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.

Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Feel familiar to you

Would you have love and respect
for Michelle LaVaughn Robinson
Obama if she were not married to the
44th President of the United
States? Would she feel familiar to you?
Over generations, negative images
of black women have routinely flooded
media outlets, music videos and lyrics,
television and movie scripts. Her
“character” has contributed to introducing her as loud, loose and angry.
If not a sarcastic maid, she has
been seen in numerous variations as a
gold digger. If not a hot head, she has
been reduced to a mere sexual object. An overly sexualized, uncontrollable, manipulative domestic, does this
description sound historically familiar?
The nation has seen black women
as the “face” of governmental programs, single-parenthood and teenage
pregnancy. She is regularly faced with
degrading messaging, a narrative that
introduces her as a victim of poverty,
uneducated and helpless—-literally.
Although funny at times, somehow
her strength is generally portrayed as
defeated, especially when considering
the larger scale of America’s possibilities. Amidst the jokes, she deals with
this presentation of herself even when
she defies it.
When Michelle Robinson, later
Obama, was a student at Princeton,
she wrote a thesis titled “Princeton-Educated Blacks and the Black Community.” Initially, she thought that the
black alumni would still identify with
the African-American community, even
though they had attended an elite university. After she researched her thesis, she learned that her findings did
not support her initial hope.
As more and more black Americans continue to graduate from colleges and universities, is it not time to
expand the definition of the AfricanAmerican community and the issues
affecting it? According to the U. S. Department of Education, the national
college graduation rate for black
women is 44.8 percent. When will she
be the face of storylines stemming
from this?

Obama was not born with a silver
spoon in her mouth. She has told stories of experiencing gender discrimination while growing up, as well as,
struggles with dealing with how her
peers perceived her for excelling in
school. She excelled anyway.
She recalled teachers telling her
that she was setting goals too high
once they learned she wanted to attend Princeton. She applied anyway.
Once there, she was initially overwhelmed. She experienced racism.
She graduated as the salutatorian of
her 1981 class. She entered Harvard
Law School confident.
Obama’s faculty mentor at Harvard
Law was Charles Ogletree. He has said
that by the time she arrived at Harvard
Law, she had concluded that she could
be “both brilliant and black.” Obama
found familiarity within herself by discovering her truth.
When she first arrived on the national and international stage, she was
attacked for being strong, black and female. Her presence and credentials
were foreign to many blacks and nonblacks alike. As a result of expanding
the narrative of the black experience,
she was again faced with the all too
common question, “Who does she
think she is?”
In black communities across this
nation, there are examples of Obama
in different stages of life. She was not
a resident at the White House without
first being one on Euclid Avenue in
Chicago’s South Shore community.
She had to push past the naysayers
and the societal obstacles. She had to
endure the verbal attacks and find
inner peace with being “different.”
Across this nation, black women
and girls who are defying stereotypes
are faced with the same question,
“Who does she think she is.” Like
Obama and as referenced by Ogletree,
they too must confidently answer
“both brilliant and black.” Has the day
arrived when she feels familiar to you?
Keisha Bell is an Attorney, author, and
public servant. www.emergingfree.com

Praise the Lord Saints
FALSE TEACHERS / FALSE
PROPHETS – PART 2
Apostle Paul is the author of over
half the NT writings , Peter writes in 2
Peter 3:15-17, “Bear in mind that our
Lord’s patience means salvation, just
as our dear brother Paul also wrote
you with the wisdom that God gave
him. He writes the same way in all his
letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things
that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as
they do the other Scriptures, to their
own destruction. Therefore, dear
friends, since you already know this,
be on your guard so that you may not
be carried away by the error of lawless
men and fall from your secure position.”
Many so called anointed teachers
downplay and even mock biblical education and academics to be used for
understanding the Scriptures. This
would eliminate the apostle Paul who
God chose to be the main evangelist to
the gentile world as his conveyer of the
grace of God. God chose the most
learned man of Judaism to write and
communicate what we have today. He
didn’t lack education but was overeducated. God picked the most learned
man from Judaism to write the major
portion of the NT. He used what he
knew under the instruction of Christ to
give Christ glory.
Unlearned men and women who
come in the name of the Lord, who
stand in front of a sign saying Jesus is
Lord deny much of what he taught. A
great number of people who have been
propelled into a position of leadership
have world teaching ministries based
upon no education, having nor qualifications to teach. Despite the accusations of Peter or John being only
fisherman they were Jews who were
brought up on the scriptures and probably had a handle on more than many
of the educated today. In Judaism it
was a way of life to memorize and understand huge portions of scripture.
The reason they didn’t understand
much of the messiahs teaching is because their interpretations came from
the Pharisees who departed from the
word adding their own meanings.
Have you checked out today’s teachers
credentials? I’m not saying everyone
must go to a certain seminary but it
does help, not hinder. Did they put any
time in learning the culture or language of scripture, or Theology and
the art of biblical interpretation. You

may be shocked to find out their lack
and disdain for what we are admonished by the apostles to have.
Timothy 2:15 tells us to, “Study to
show thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth.” We are encouraged to work
hard putting the time in to studying
and understanding the Word. The
phrase ‘rightly dividing’ in the Greek
means ‘to make a straight cut, to dissect correctly. We are to ASSEMBLE
TOGETHER ALL THE TEACHINGS
ON SUBJECTS, THIS IS WHAT THEOLOGY IS ALL ABOUT. Paul was not
only an evangelist, but a theologian as
well. a Shepherd is to know theology
so he is able to teach correct doctrine
to the sheep.
To make a effort to correctly understand what God has written in His
Word to His people is to be honest . 1
Tim 4:6: “If you instruct the brethren
in these things, you will be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished in the
words of faith and of the good doctrine
which you have carefully followed.” 1
Tim 4:13-16: “Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Do not neglect the gift that is in
you, which was given to you by
prophecy with the laying on of the
hands of the eldership. Meditate on
these things; give yourself entirely to
them, that your progress may be evident to all. Take heed to yourself and
to the doctrine. Continue in them, for
in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you.”
Teaching that mislead people or
those whose motives were clearly
questionable were named to protect
the innocent. In 3 Jn. 9-10 John the
apostle names Diotrephes, “ I wrote to
the church, but Diotrephes, who loves
to have the preeminence among them,
does not receive us. Therefore, if I
come, I will call to mind his deeds
which he does, prating against us with
malicious words. And not content with
that, he himself does not receive the
brethren, and forbids those who wish
to, putting them out of the church.”
John named him because he wouldn’t
accept the teaching of the apostles. He
persisted in false doctrine he wanted
to be first among them, having pride
he was self serving, not looking out for
the people. All false teaching and the
need to be recognized above others
comes from pride.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD


 

 


 


 

 
  

The Weekly Challenger
is distributed in the following cities:
St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Largo
Tarpon Springs • Dunedin • Safety Harbor

Ethel L. Johnson
CEO/Publisher Emerita
Lyn Johnson

Publisher/General Manager
Advertising

The Weekly Challenger
 








 
  


  

 
   
    
 

Advertising Dept. 727-896-2922
advertising@theweeklychallenger.com
Lorrie Bellinger

Art Director
PUBLISHED WEEKLY
on Thursdays
READERSHIP
100,000 monthly
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
$50 for 1 year (local only)
SINGLE COPY 50 cents
ATTN. POSTMASTER:
Send all address changes to:
The Weekly Challenger
P.O. Box 35130
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
NO PAPER?
If you have not received your
paper during delivery,
call (727) 896-2922
DEADLINES

P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 896-2922
Fax: (727) 823-2568
Email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com

All news items, advertising copy and
related art submitted for publication
on Thursday must be received no later
than 4 p.m. Monday.

COLUMNIST’S
DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The
Weekly Challenger columnists/
advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly
Challenger. By publishing such
columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any
advice or suggestion expressed.

best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Submissions to The Weekly
Challenger may be edited for
reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All
submissions become the sole
property of The Weekly Challenger.
The Weekly Challenger reserves the
right to run all or part of any
submission at a later time. Some
submissions may take precedence due
to timeliness or newsworthiness.

THE BLACK PRESS
believes that America can

Volume 49 • Number 43
Published Thursday,
June 15, 2017
12 pages • 1 section
© The Weekly Challenger
All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical
may be reproduced without expressed consent.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 2017

3

COMMUNITY NEWS
A call to action
TAMPA BAY – One
Church One Child of
Florida challenges communities to seriously consider
adopting
or
mentoring children in
need of a forever home.
Do you have room in your
heart for a child or siblings in need of a family?
This is an urgent and
important question that
must be raised time and
time again, but each time
there is a different child
or children. One Church
One Child of Florida is
reaching out to families
and individuals in local
communities across the
state in efforts to help
share the truth that the
child pictured here and
others like him are waiting for a permanent
home and/or mentor.
May is National Foster Care Month and
churches are asked to
partner
with
One
Church One Child in
sharing information with
congregations and extending Watch-Care Ministries to children. Rev.
Beverly Hills Lane, State
President
for
One
Church One Child of
Florida and Vice-President for National One
Church One Child, is
challenging fellow pastors to get involved and
encouraging families to
open their hearts and
homes to children in foster care.
These series of articles feature children located in communities
across the state; they
have no family identified
to adopt them. Will you
take the challenge of
opening your home and
family to parenting
them?
June’s child is high-

Photo by Erica Csatlos

Taking you to school
BY PATRICIA WRIGHT
Area 4 Superintendent

“I like who I am!”
lighted in this article; he
too deserves to have a
family. Do pray sincerely
for her and consider
making her a part of
your family through
adoption or a part of
your church through
Project Watch-Care, for
support and mentoring.
Marquele
Marquele is a charismatic young man with a
big heart. He loves science and wants to become
a
chemical
engineer when he grows
up. He has an insatiable
curiosity, and once he
latches on to an idea or
interest, he’s determined
to follow it through.
Marquele is a good
and loyal friend, and a
diehard Seahawks fan!
Although he’s been
through a lot in his

young life, he still has
the simple desire of any
kid: to be special to
someone. He will thrive
in a home with one or
two loving, understanding parents and will do
best as the youngest or
only child.
If you are interested
in knowing more about
Marquele and other children in foster care available for adoption, or if
you would like to become a foster parent,
mentor, partner or volunteer, please contact
LaKay Fayson, recruitment coordinator for
One Church One Child
of Florida’s SunCoast Region at (813) 740-0210 or
lakay_fayson@ococfl.or
For more information,
please
log
onto www.ococfl.org.

ST. PETERSBURG –
Many of our schools hold
great significance in our
hearts for one reason or
another. Perhaps it is our
Alma Mater or it’s where
our parents taught or
where our grandchildren
attend. Maybe our interest is piqued for none of
these reasons but simply
because a school is part of
our community and we
are curious in knowing
what is happening with it.
Permit this article, and
perhaps others to follow
as the interest or need
arises, to share with you
some of the updates and
information related to our
schools. This article’s
focus in on that soon to be
90-year-old hallowed institution that evokes strong
memories at the mention
of the names of principals
such as Emanuel Stewart,
Cecil Keane, John C.
Demps
or
Barbara
Shorter. If you are still
guessing at this point,
relax. I’m talking about
Gibbs High School.
If you have stopped by
or driven by the football
field of Gibbs High recently you have seen a
field that is dry and barren. It may have appeared

more like a barren desert
than a field of play and
athletic competition. But
alas, I bid you, do not let
the appearance of the field
disturb you, for it is indeed still a field of dreams
accomplished and many
more dreams yet to occur.
It is merely a sign of
progress.
Gibbs High School
field and track are in the
process of being upgraded. In fact, by the
time summer is over the
school will have a new, upto-date,
top-of-the-line
track and field.
Drainage
issues
caused cracks and depressions on the track and several low spots as it settled.
As a result, both the track
and the field have been
demolished. Soil bores
and ground penetrating
radar were used to determine the subsurface
anomalies that were causing the settling issues.
Now, the drainage issues for the field have
been addressed, the field
has been re-crowned and
the sod is going in within
the next week or so. The
field is expected to be
game ready by August 1.
An added enhancement will be a rubber
track. The old track has
been completely re-

Patricia Wright
moved, a new base has
been put in place and the
track has been widened in
spots to remedy where
the lanes once narrowed.
Though an asphalt
track will be installed this
summer, it will not be
marked because a synthetic rubber track will be
installed once football season has ended. The rubber track will be fully
lined for competition.
What a great way to
begin the 90th school year
with facility enhancements that will not only be
aesthetically pleasing but
will also energize that
Gladiator spirit. The Gladiator Nation still reigns
and over it waves the blue
and gold banner forever!
Go Gladiators!

Deuces at I-275 Underpass Lighting
and Landscape Improvement
Project Groundbreaking June 19
ST. PETERSBURG –
The city will begin work
on the Deuces-Interstate
275 Underpass Lighting
and Landscape Improvement project in the next
few weeks. The public is
invited to join city officials for groundbreaking
ceremonies at 9 a.m. Monday, June 19, beneath the
I-275 overpass (at the corner of 22nd Street and
Seventh Avenue South).
Parking will be at the
nearby Manhattan Casino,
642 22nd St. S.
The Capital Improvement Project features Aesthetic
Lighting

Improvements and Landscape Improvements to
the I-275 Underpass at
22nd Street South, including construction of new
sidewalk and colored concrete surfaces in the parkway, landscaping and new
lighting components.
This is an Economic
Development initiative to
enhance safety and aesthetics within The Deuces
Business District. The
Deuces-Interstate 275 Underpass project is also located
within
the
boundaries of the city’s innovative 30-year Community Redevelopment Area

initiative (CRA) program
for South St. Petersburg.
The cost for the Capital Improvement Project is
just over $493,000 and
construction should take
up to five months, with
completion anticipated the
end of October.
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A woman of faith

‘I will never give up’

BY DEXTER MCCREE

BY DEXTER MCCREE

Feature Writer

Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Cori Jai Daniels is a young
woman of faith and
strength. The 2017 graduate of Gibbs High School
learned to challenge her
mind in order to deal with
daily trials.
When she was 13, her
father died. That’s enough
to make anyone want to
give up on themselves. She
had never experienced
such pain, anger and struggle. Since then, she has experienced life in both
positive and negative ways.
It has been difficult without
her father being there for
support.
“Most people don’t understand the aftermath of
burying a loved one. Their
absence is painful,” explained Cori. “Every time a
life event occurs, they aren’t
there to celebrate with you.
It hurts.”
Cori explained that
struggling financially was
also a reality she experienced during her high
school career. She was
often met with “I can’t afford it,” or “I ain’t got no
money for that.”
“Those
statements
were discouraging, but instead of quitting, I prayed.
And God came through for
my family every time.”
For Cori, grades have
always been a priority in her
life. Most often she received
excellent grades until she
entered her 11th grade
year. She was so excited to
be enrolled in AP classes,
but they proved to be a
huge challenge for her. Instead of speaking up, she
failed silently.
Her mother, Yolanda
Daniels, encouraged her to
seek the Lord, and by draw-

ST. PETERSBURG –
Cyrel Robinson hopes to be
remembered as that person
who did not give up in the
face of adversity and is living
proof that what does not kill
you, will make you stronger.
She would like for people to
remember her smile and
perseverance.
Cyrel, the daughter of
Hendri and Cheryl Robinson, knows a little something
about
fighting,
enduring and persevering.
Being ill for most of her high
school career, especially her
junior and senior years, affected her academically and
made it difficult to maintain
the level of grades that she
really wanted.
About one year ago,
Cyrel had a kidney transplant that caused her to miss
a lot of days out of school.
She continued to fight
against all odds to finish her
senior year with a 2.7 grade
point average and graduate
with her 2017 class at Gibbs
High School.
“I stayed after school,
work with my teachers during lunch and did my best to
catch up all my missing
work,” said Cyrel. “I believe
I have the faith that can
move mountains in my life.
It doesn’t matter how long it
takes or how difficult the
task, I will never give up.”
In spite of her health
challenges, Cyrel ran track
and field in her sophomore
year and was a varsity cheerleader for the football team
all four years of high school.
Her greatest athletic
highlight was when the varsity football team won the
Class 5A – District 9 Championship. For Cyrel that was
an exciting accomplishment
shared with her friends on
the football team, sister

Cori Jai Daniels
ing on strength from her
faith, Cori learned from her
mistakes and turned it
around.
She made the honor
roll, received the Dr. Mac J.
Williams Award and became one of the few female
drum majors in the band.
She ministered in dance
with “For God’s Glory
Community Dance Ministry” and was a part of Mt.
Zion Community Marching
Band. Cori is also involved
with the Life Empowerment Worship Center along
with her siblings.
Graduating with honors, Cori plans are to attend
Bethune-Cookman University in Daytona Beach on a
band scholarship where
she will study music recording and technology.
As a woman of faith
who has seen life challenges, her ultimate goal in
life is to make an impact all
over the world. Cori wants
to bring peace and joy to the
world through music. She
believes that she can make

the world a better place
while becoming a better
person. Faith says that she
will do it!
Cori’s words of motivation:
Never let anybody tell
you that you can’t do what
you have set out to do.
Figure out what you
want to do in life, create a
plan and then execute it.
Times will get hard. Instead of quitting, think
about what your future will
be like if you don’t keep
moving forward.
Never let anybody devalue you. Never allow
them to make you think
anything other than highly
about yourself.
You are worth something! You are valuable!
Someone does love you! It
is worth it! It will get better!
Always tell yourself you
can, even when you feel like
you can’t.
Keep God first!!!
To reach Dexter McCree,
email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

Cyrel Robinson
cheerleaders and she was
proud to be a part of it. It
made pressing through the
aches and pains a little easier.
In between the football
season Cyrel stayed involved with community affiliated groups. As a member
of Trinity Presbyterian
Church, she took part in
youth programs and other
ministry duties. She volunteered at the YMCA,
Emerging Young Leaders,
the African American
Health Forum and was a
member of the AKAdemy.
“I would like to believe
that through my volunteer
efforts, I was able to ease
the lives of those individuals
I touched,” said Cyrel. “As a
Christian, it has been taught
to me to minister to others
and try to lend a helping
hand to anyone in need.”
Cyrel’s ultimate goal is
to attend Florida A&M University in Tallahassee; however, with her medical
condition in question, her

doctors and parents would
rather she stay close to
home for at least one semester to ensure her health is
progressing. Whichever direction Cyrel goes, her plan
is to study physical therapy
or some other area in the
medical field.
While in college, she has
no desire to just sit around.
While earning her degree,
she plans to try out for a
dance team, pledge a sorority and be active in other organizations that she finds
interesting.
In 10 years, she would
like to be in a stable career,
married with a family and
still active in the community.
With a heart’s desire to
serve others, Cyrel would
best be remembered as that
person in the face of adversity who didn’t give up. She
is living proof that what does
not kill you, makes you
stronger.
To reach Dexter McCree,
email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

    
   
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

At Island Flavors and ‘Tings, you will find everything
you want from the Islands and more all in one location.
Grocery • Restaurant • Catering
1411 49th St. S, Gulfport, FL 33707
Main: 727-327-6416 Catering: 727-804-1849
islandflavorsandtings.vpweb.com

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 2017

COMMUNITY NEWS
Going in the right direction
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Many students falter after
switching schools, but not
Romari Black. She decided
to work hard academically
and when times got hard,
she switched directions and
became a stronger person.
“I had the pleasure of
working with Romari Black
last year when she first
began attending Admiral
Farragut Academy,” said Academic Services Director
Angie Staley Koebel.
Koebel served as Romari’s academic coach and
ensured that her transition to
Admiral Farragut was
smooth. Indeed it was,
Koebel said she excelled
both academically and athletically.

“Romari is a wonderful
young woman with a strong
sense of self. During our time
together, she showed a maturity and poise that is not
often seen in young women
her age,” said Koebel.
While at her new school,
she decided to go out for
track. She enjoyed the sport
and enjoyed being a on a
team. What could go wrong,
she thought. Well, Romari
soon realized how out of
shape she was and wanted to
hang up her running shoes.
“I was having a hard
time, but with encouragement from my mom and my
coach I continued,” said Romari. “I competed in three
track meets before I decided
to give up. I didn’t do well at
any of the meets. I was still
having a hard time during
practices. My coach and

mom told me it was my decision if I wanted to quit. I
lacked confidence in myself.”
Although she decided
not to compete anymore, she
did not quit the team. Romari
learned that while she lacked
confidence on the field, she
was very confident as an assistant and trainer.
Aside from being a
trainer, Romari was the captain of the cheerleading
squad, did the long jump in
track, played varsity volleyball and was also on the yearbook staff.
“I love being involved in
my high school extracurricular activities, it helped me
understand more about the
activity and how much people enjoy it,” said Romari.
She kept up with her
grades, earning the Academic Achievement Award,

was on the court for Essence
of Ebony Pearls 2017 Debutante, volunteered at Starling
School, was a member of the
Suncoast Chapter of Jack
and Jill of America Inc., volunteered at the Drug Free
America Foundation Inc.,
Live Free of Pinellas Inc. and
Tyrone Middle School.
A 2017 graduate of Admiral Farragut Academy, this
fall she plans to attend
Hampton University in Virginia and major in psychology. In 10 years, she plans to
be working in the field of psychology having obtained her
master’s degree.
Romari is the daughter of
Robert Black and Jennifer
Howard-Black.
To reach Dexter McCree,
email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

Romari Black

Made up with confidence
BY DEXTER MCCREE &
DAMARIS BROWN

ST. PETERSBURG –
The wonders that a little
makeup will do for the confidence of a young lady is remarkable.
For Taylor
McDonald, by wearing
makeup, she discovered
what most people could already see—her beauty.
Making her face up became an escape from reality.
It opened up her creativity
and took it to another level.
Taylor learned the proper
application and the benefits
that makeup brings. Since
that wonderful day when
she discovered that she
could feel different and add
new excitement to her life,
she has been perfecting her
craft. It has made a difference and even brought a
positive change to her life.

Her interest in makeup
started in the eighth grade.
Throughout elementary
and middle school, Taylor
struggled with self-confidence and frowned upon
the reflection she saw in the
mirror. She found herself
worrying about how others
judged her simply because
of her looks.
“Although I was outgoing, laughed ridiculously
loud and made friends, finding makeup changed my
life for the better,” said Taylor. “Fortunately, makeup
became my escape from reality.”
It gave her a feeling of
acceptance because it enhanced what she felt was an
imperfect image. Taylor
was not afraid to be herself
anymore, and an artist
emerged.
“The artistic thoughts

that I couldn’t write on
paper at school became the
fabulous artwork on my
face.”
Taylor is a beautiful
young lady, but it was the
makeup that gave her the
confidence. She credits the
use of makeup for helping
her become the confident
person she had always
wanted to be.
Not just a pretty face,
Taylor excelled academically and in the community.
She attended Lakewood
High School’s Center for
Advance
Technologies
(CAT) program where she
expanded her knowledge of
computer basics, programming and cyber security.
The demands of the
program made it difficult for
Taylor to be involved in extracurricular
activities.
However, she made it a

point to make time for others as well as herself.
She was a member of
the AKAdemy, attended
Mt. Zion College Prep, was
a member of Future Business Leaders of America
and a 2017 Debutante.
Academically, Taylor received recognition for frequenting the honor roll list,
won the Mac J. Williams
Award and graduated with
a 3.4 weighted grade point
average.
She will attend the University of South Florida in
the fall to study business administration. She aspires to
be a realtor and a business
owner.
Taylor is the daughter
of Ondria and Don McDonald.
To reach Dexter McCree,
email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

Taylor McDonald
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Exit stage right

All eyes are on you

BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

BY DEXTER MCCREE &
DAMARIS BROWN

ST. PETERSBURG – Entering her senior year,
Tierra White had finally
come from under the dark
cloud that had covered and
haunted her for two and a
half years.
During that summer,
she found out that she
passed the ACT. She was
excited and ready for graduation at that point! Senioritis had already set in. Tierra
believes that every senior
gets the senioritis disease
where their grades decrease and the grade point
average does the same.
“I found myself picking
up on it and had to get rid of
it because it had gotten really bad,” said Tierra. “I didn’t play any sports this year,
I just focused on academics
and having a fun.”
Entering high school,
Tierra was expecting it to
be like Disney’s “High
School Musical” or Nickelodeon’s “Zoey 101,” but
she soon realized life was
not a television show.
She had heard that it
would be extremely hard
after middle school, but it
wasn’t as difficult as she had
expected. She was more
prepared than she thought
she would be.
As a freshman, she was
very active playing flag football and cheerleading. She
also participated in Students
Against Destructive Decisions and student government where she helped
plan the school prom, participated in other in-school
and out-of- school dance activities that kept her busy.
Being in the dance program at Gibbs High School
required you to participate
in the fall dance concert,
spring dance concert, stay
on track with all courses
throughout the program
and maintain a 2.0 grade
point average.
Every term, there were
auditions for each concert,

ST. PETERSBURG –
When you have older siblings, oftentimes your parents
compare
your
academic performance,
conduct and athleticism.
There is the expectation
that the path the older sibling has blazed is the road
map for the others. If the
path was not so straight,
then it becomes a cautionary tale of what happens
when you veer.
For Timothy Andrew
Johnson II, this is what his
life has been like. He has
had to compete with his
sister making sure that
his grades and performance were always excellent. Is it mounted
pressure? Maybe, but this
is the way that it is.
Born to Nicole Davis
Johnson and Timothy
Johnson Sr., Timothy
grew up in St. Petersburg
and has lived here all of
his life. With the support
of his family and teachers,
he successfully graduated
with the class of 2017
from Boca Ciega High
School.
While in school, he
played on the varsity boys’
basketball team. During
his high school career, he
was involved with the
Pathfinders and Professional Opportunities Program for Students. By
using knowledge and resources learned in these
programs, he was able to
motivate others and be a
role model for younger
children.
Throughout
high
school, he aimed to be the
best on the basketball
team. He remembers that
magical night on the court
when he scored 24 points
in one half.
One of the biggest
supporters is his dad who
he says always uplifts him
and make him feel confident. Another supporter

Tierra White
and when the list went up
you either saw students
upset or really excited. She
managed to be in the shows
that she wanted to be in and
a few others. This meant
staying after school for long
hours to rehearse for the fall
show in late November and
the spring show in late
March.
“I remember passing all
of my exams and meeting all
of my requirements for
freshman year and wanted
to move on to my sophomore year,” said Tierra.
“This year was a little more
difficult for me because I
needed to pass that one requirement for graduation
and I just couldn’t pass the
FSA and they wouldn’t allow
sophomores to take the
ACT. So I struggled and
worried while everyone else
was passing except me.”
Although she passed all
of her exams, at the time
she wasn’t ready to move on
because of the ACT. In her
junior year, she rarely par-

CONNECT WITH US!

ticipated in the dance department, which hurt her
physically and mentally. She
thinks that she lost the
courage and motivation to
do what she really wanted
to do.
With the great news
that summer leading up to
her senior year and graduation assured, Tierra decided
to go out of state to Alabama
State University to major in
dance and minor in athletic
training. In 10 years she
plans to be in Los Angeles
performing in a professional hip-hop dance company, dance movies and
videos.
The sunshine has broken through the clouds that
were hanging over Tierra.
She is excited to learn more
about dance and movement
of the body in college. Her
exit from the area may be
the right move to take her to
national prominence.
To reach Dexter McCree,
email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

Timothy Andrew Johnson II
was his grandfather, Herbert Davis.
“I think my grandson
Drew is a loving grandson; however, he is in the
infancy state of his maturity,” said Davis. “I love
him dearly and I am beyond proud of him.”
Not only did he have a
great athletic career in
high school, Timothy
managed a successful academic career as well.
Throughout his four
years, he maintained a
3.15 weighted grade point
average and received the
Dr. Mac J. Williams Academic
Achievement
Award.
Having many people
in his corner, he has been
able to beat the odds.
When an obstacle pres-

ents itself, he has his family to steer him in the right
direction.
Timothy will be attending Florida State College in Jacksonville to
major in fire science in the
fall. With great hopes of
being the fire chief in his
city, he will surely strive to
impress his fellow cadets
and earn their respect.
Living up to family
standards and following in
a sibling’s footsteps can be
challenging. Either you
traverse the path that has
been laid out for you or
you make your own way.
Either way, it is inevitable
that all eyes will be on
you.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
‘Around and Around’
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

At last, the wait was
over.
A longtime fan of the
recently departed Chuck
Berry, I held in my hands
his first album of new material since Jimmy Carter
ran the country, disco
ruled the airwaves and
Daisy Duke sported cutoff shorts on TV, and let
me tell you, my excitement was high. I popped
in the disc with the Zen
clarity that these 10 brandnew tracks would serve
as the coda to the life and
career of the architect of
rock and roll—the final
word from the master. I
was all ears.
But as I took in one
song after the next from
this album simply titled
“Chuck,” I realized a single, lucid question kept
popping into my head:
Why, Chuck, why?
***
You can make the argument that not only rock
and roll music but
teenagers were invented
in the 1950s. Chuck Berry
was their mouthpiece.
Fast cars, school days,
a backbeat you can’t lose,
a jukebox blowing a fuse.
His words painted vivid
pictures of daily life for
teens, who were becoming a formidable cultural
force of their own in this
country with their transistor radios, blue jeans
and dance parties.
Charles Edward Anderson Berry, with his
middle-class upbringing,
wrote songs that spoke directly to them and as a
consequence, played no
small role in helping to
shape a generation. As his
jubilant music and lyrics
appealed to white youths
of the day as well as black,
he became one of the first
African-American
performers to break racial
barriers.
In Berry’s hands, his
guitar became a clarion,
declaring war on all that
had come before and delivering youths from days
of old. His unique doublestring licks flew from his
Gibson sounding brazen
and brash, as he bent the
strings and molded the
rock and roll sound for
decades to come.
As if his ringing notes
on “School Days,” his fluid
riffs on “Carol” and his
chugging chops on “Nadine” weren’t enough, his

ecstatic playing on the
peerless “Johnny B.
Goode” alone would’ve secured his place as the patron saint of all rock
guitarists.
Yet there would be
bumps in this road to
rock sainthood, some of
them almost insurmountable. As the curtain was
closing on the 1950s, the
slammer door was about
to shut on Berry. On Dec.
23, 1959, he was arrested
for violating the Mann Act,
specifically transporting a
14-year-old girl across
state lines for allegedly
“immoral purposes.”
Though
Berry
protested that he had simply made a legitimate job
offer to a girl from Juarez,
Mexico, to work at his St.
Louis nightclub, the allwhite jury ruled against
him. He was convicted
and between 1960 and
1963 one of the founding
fathers of rock became
a federal prison inmate.
Though Berry was
viewed as a likable, easygoing guy by many before
his arrest, after his release
from jail he became more
surly, bitter and extremely
guarded. Once again a
free man, he managed to
pen such classics as “No
Particular Place To Go,”
“Promised Land” and
“You Never Can Tell.” Yet
it was in a noticeably different world that Berry

found himself—his own
disciples had not only
caught up, but were about
to lap him.
In time, his signature
sound had not only
spawned a gazillion emulators but spanned entire
continents and oceans,
from California surf rock
to the British Invasion,
from Jimi Hendrix and the
Beach Boys to the Beatles
and the Rolling Stones.
These shaggy-haired harbingers announced the
next wave of music, and
Berry had already become somewhat of a relic
that had not yet begun to
gather dust.
Though he put out a
handful of studio albums
into the 1970s—decent
records, to be fair, but
none of them knocked the
world on its ear—his morphing into a full-blown
nostalgia act was complete
when he recorded no new
material after the release
of 1979’s “Rock It.”
Instead, he opted
to make the rounds and
perform his sock hop rock
to aging audiences. Toss
into the mix that whenever he did appear live for
many one-off shows,
far too often he threw together a pick-up band of
nobodies to back him.
Perhaps it was an upshot of his post-prison bitterness, but his wary ego
apparently couldn’t handle

not being the only star on
stage. And besides, if anything went wrong and the
show suffered, he could
always dump blame on the
nobodies.
So it went, well into his
golden years. He settled in
to sing the same old chestnuts about teens and
cars even as an octogenarian, going through the motions while strumming
away at his guitar less vivaciously with each passing year.
***
Then on his 90th
birthday, he came to life.
Or at least decided he
still had something left to
show us, and announced
on Oct. 18, 2016, that he’d
have a new album coming
out—his first in nearly
four decades. He’d been
working on it for some
time and though did manage to ultimately complete
it, he didn’t live to see its
official release as he went
to the great gig in the sky
on March 18, 2017.
And during my first
run-through of his final
work, the pesky question
persisted: Why, Chuck?
Why’d you wait so long?
In every song on this
album, his vocals sound
more cocksure and vibrant than they have in
any of his concerts of the
past few decades, unmistakably projecting: “I’m
back, world!” And if he

served up guitar licks
that stung the very air in
his classic tunes, the licks
on this album had bite.
This was no old-timer
croaking his way through
a swan song, but a man
who’d just done a cannonball into the Fountain of
Youth,
toweled
off,
strapped on the ol’ ax and
dared everyone around
him to keep up.
“Big Boys,” one of the
record’s more hard-driving highlights, kicks off
with the ever-familiar
Chuck riff and doesn’t let
up as it features short
bursts of exuberant guitar, closing with a particularly wicked, stringbending solo. In the raveup “Lady B. Goode,”
Berry revisits familiar territory, telling about the
love interest of...well, take
a guess who. And from
the catchy rocker “Wonderful Woman” to the
bouncy waltz of “3/4
Time (Enchiladas)” to the
calypso-flavored “Jamaica
Moon,” he injects a newfound zip and zing into
every track and sounds
like he’s having a blast, to
boot!
As I held the last-ever
offering of the great Mr.
Berry, I mused upon all
the musical styles that
have come and gone since
he decided to pull the
plug on recording almost
40 years ago, and of one
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thing I was certain: songs
that made you feel this
good would find a place in
any decade, period.
Through the eras of
synthesizer-driven New
Wave music and raucous
hair bands in the ‘80s,
thug-life rap and garage
grunge in the ‘90s all the
way to the over-polished,
auto-tuned dreck of today,
the father of rock had simply stood to the side,
crossed his arms and deprived us for far too long.
But when the disc finally came to an end, another even more lucid
thought elbowed its way
to the front of my mind:
Why be down about all
that now? He may have
taken his sweet time before giving us something
fresh, sure. And even
though “Chuck” may be
his final bow, the man will
never truly make an exit.
I tapped the “Play” button again and settled
in for another goaround—the first of too
many to count. “Oh well
look here now, this just
makes my day!” he joyously sang in the album’s
very first lines.
You said it, Chuck.
Read more about
Chuck Berry on TheWeeklyChallenger.com.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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Raising Your MENtality
COOK, from front page

and getting an education.
Ser vice
Specialist
Rashid Mizelle, Sr. said
the program is designed
to work with men and fathers in the community
on parenting and goal setting. He even makes
house calls.
“Society always says
that men and fathers, especially black men, are
not involved with their
kids. For the gentlemen I
meet, they want to be
with their kids but don’t
know how to,” said
Mizelle, who also meet fathers who do not realize
the importance they

bring to their child. “My
job is to help them see
and encourage them.”
The Raising Your
MENtality support group
also brings successful fathers and men into mentor group participants.
This encourages the dads
and lets them know that
they are important.
“I love the program,”
said Mizelle, Sr., who has
worked there for 14 years.
He does face challenges, usually in the beginning, when he shows
up on their doorsteps.
Many are suspicious
thinking he’s with the po-

“If it’s on the gamut of what’s going on in
society or even in politics, they bring them in
to educate us so we are able to educate
our family and friends,” said Calvin Williams,
who brought home top honors.

lice or a probation officer.
“Once you get past
that wall, they open up
and tell you a lot of things
that are going on relationship-wise, parenting or
things that’s happened to
them in the past,” he said.
“For a lot of them, it feels
good to vent and get some
of the stress of them and
talk to somebody.”
The program has been
around for nearly a
decade and a half, but the
cooking competition is
only in its fourth year. The
idea came about when
Brown-Williams and her
colleagues realized that

some of the men were
competitive in nature.
And competitive they
were. Each participant
thought he had the winning dish. There was no
entrance fee, but they
had to purchase their
own ingredients and prepare the meals off-site.
This year, three out of
the four competitors
were repeat participants.
Contestant
Stephen
Williams was roped into
competing when his girlfriend signed him up. He
enjoyed himself and said
he will most likely join
the support group.

Stephen Williams, a football coach at
Azalea Middle School, came in
second place with his gumbo that took
hours to prep, not to mention cook.

Calvin Williams took
home the top honors this
year for his Creamy Grits
and Beef dish. He’s been
a participant in the men’s
group for some 10 years.
He joined when he kept
seeing negative portrayals of black men in the
media and wanted to become a part of a group of
men who were dispelling
those negative images.
“We need to tell who
we are so people don’t
tell us who we are. We
are dads, we’re uncle,
we’re husbands, we’re
family and community
leaders,” said the father

of one. “We are just as
positive, if not more positive, than other groups in
the world.”
Next year’s competition is already in the
works; Brown-Williams
plans to take it back outside and revisit a
grilling/barbecue theme.
If you’d like to become a member of the
Raising Your MENtality
support group or if being
a part of a group is not
your thing and you’d
rather one-on-one case
management service, just
contact Rashid Mizelle,
Sr. at 727-767-6780.

Rashid Mizelle, Jr. came in fourth place
with his Explosive Macaroni and Cheese Balls.
With his father running the men’s group,
he participates in many of the events.

Archie Colter came in third place with his
Stuffed Curry Chicken and Yellow Rice. Saturday
was his third year in the competition,
winning first place the first time he entered.

(RIGHT) The Colter family came out to
cheer dad on: Myishia (mom), Ma’kayla (pink
shirt), Ma’zanae (black shirt), Mataoel (back
row, left), Makya (back row right), Marcellus
(striped shirt front) and baby Ma’leyah

Judges: Janelle Garcia, Larry Stephens
and Audrey Beaton
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COMMUNITY NEWS
‘As Gay as they were Black: The Harlem Renaissance’
PRIDE, from front page

St. Pete College.
Part of being honored,
Greer said, comes down to
just “being yourself.”
“It’s not acting a certain way or being a certain
way, it’s just showing up as
you every day and not
apologizing for it,” she
said. “I just want to thank
my family and my friends
and my community for allowing me to be me every
day.”
A native of Los Angeles
but a longtime resident of
St. Pete, Jones is the artistic director and co-founder
of Studio@620. The author
of more than a dozen
plays, he has served
on the boards of the
Morean Arts Center,
American Stage Theater,
Creative Clay, First Night
and Creative Tampa Bay.

Smith is the co-founder
and CEO of Equality
Florida, the state’s largest
organization dedicated to
ending
discrimination
based on sexual orientation and gender identity. A
former journalist turned
organizer, Smith was one
of four national co-chairs of
the 1993 March on Washington for Lesbian, Gay,
and Bi Equal Rights and
Liberation rally. She also
served on President
Barack Obama’s National
Finance Committee.
Referencing the museum’s pride month exhibit, Smith said the
beauty of the Harlem Renaissance was that there
was no distinction between art and politics or
between freedom and justice.

“I think really what the
moment calls for is the
next renaissance,” she
said, “and I mean this
quite sincerely that there
are people in this room
that I think for the St. Petersburg area, for the
Tampa Bay area, for the
state of Florida, need to be
part of that renaissance.”
“Sometimes in our city,
we make a lot of progress
and sometimes in our city
we make progress in some
ways and don’t make
progress in other ways,”
stated City Council member Steve Kornell, the first
openly gay person elected
to office in St. Pete.
He said he is committed to anyone who has
been “shut out” for any
reason and that he’s committed to giving him or her

a voice at city hall.
The “As Gay as they
were Black” exhibit spotlights gay life in Harlem
during this period, surveys the artistic movement that defined black
culture in the 1920s and
1930s and profiles its leading gay, lesbian and bisexual participants.
Very few of the artist
and writers profiled in the
exhibit can be considered
“out” or “gay” in any modern sense of the terms.
Nonetheless, the Harlem
Renaissance was moved
along, in great measure,
by gay men and women
who led double lives.
According to noted
African-American historian Henry Louis Gates,
the Harlem Renaissance
was “surely as gay as it

was black, not that it was
exclusively either of
these.” With few exceptions, the writers, artists
and performers of this
seminal period in black
history were closeted, but
nonetheless imbued their
work with coded references to their sexuality.
With gay men and
women in legal and social
limbo, the Harlem Renaissance celebrated sexuality
with a level of tolerance remarkable for that era.
For the benefit of those
who were asking what a
rent party was, Lipsey
Scott explained that these
parties were thrown in
Harlem to help those
needing assistance paying
the rent. Unscrupulous
landlords took great pride
in raising tenant’s rent at

the drop of a dime, so the
community would come
together and pitch in what
money they could afford
and party the night away.
“It was an impromptu
kind of thing where they
played jazz, they danced,
they
drank,
they
smoked…they did it all.”
Even though the rent
is paid, the museum will
be saddled with enormous
summer electric bills, so
donations were collected
to literally keep the lights
on.
Next Black Pride event
will be a movie screening
this Friday at 7 p.m. and a
panel discussion next
Tuesday also at 7 p.m.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

L-R, Desmond Clark, Nadine Smith, Dr. Lillian Dunlap,
Sheree Greer and Bob Devin Jones

10

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 2017

CHURCH DIRECTORY
 



   
   


 
 
 

 
 

 








 


Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
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Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

  




Victory Christian Center Church
 


  










Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.









 
 
 
 
 

  





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.





 
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.



Contact: 727-896-2922
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Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



 

  
 

      

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





City of Refuge Christian Church
“Come Experience the Breath of God That Giveth Life”


 

 

   






13272 66th Street North, Largo, FL
813-573-5044 • www.cityofrefugefl.org
Pastor Dr. Jerome D. Jordan & Pastor Kisha Jordan
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Tuesday night Let's Go Deeper Bible Study at 7:00 p.m
INTERNATIONAL TELEVISION SHOW'S ON 2 DIFFERENT NETWORK
Real Talk with Kisha Jordan Monday nights at 10:30 p.m.
on Cable, Roku, all smart phones & on www.preachthewordnetwork.com
Saturday nights at 8:00 p.m Cable, Roku all smart phones & on www.thenownetwork.org
For more info please go to www.kishajordanenterprises.org

CHURCH NEWS
The Rock of Jesus MBC

Friendship MBC
THIS IS YOUR INVITATION TO THE CHURCH
WHERE WE KNOW “IT'S
JUST NICE TO BE NICE” COME TO THE SHIP AND
SEE FOR YOURSELF June at the Ship
Join US at “The Ship” at
the 7:45 am or 10:45 am Worship Service, a Real place to be
for these Real times
89th CHURCH ANNIVERSARY IS HEADING YOUR
WAY IN JUNE...
Saturday, June 17 at 4 pm –
Women's Ministry Annual
“Friendship's Father's Day
Dinner”, all Fathers of the Ship
are asked to RSVP Sign Up,
which will be located in the
Atrium on the Information
Table, Sis. Cynthia Pierce,
Ministry Leader, “Father's
Day” Appreciation will be on
Sunday, June 18, 2017 during
Both Worship Services.
Saturday, June 24 from
Noon – 4 pm - 89th Church Anniversary “Cookout” Celebration, a Church / Community
“FREE” event which will be located on Church Campus.
ARE YOU A GRILL MASTER,
IF SO, CALL THE CHURCH,
SPEAK WITH SIS. PERRY OR
LEAVE YOUR INFORMATION FOR HER, IT'S ALL
ABOUT THE SAUCE, WHO
HAS THE BEST, WILL BE
THE WINNER.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 5,
2017 AT 7:00 PM –
“WEDNESDAY
NIGHT
LIVE,” A FULL WORSHIP
SERVICE WITH COMMUNION SERVED, THE PASTOR
IS ASKING THE ADULT
MASS CHOIR AND MALE
CHORUS, ALONG WITH
THE 2ND SUNDAY USHERS
TO SERVE. THE LOVE FELLOWSHIP DINNER WILL BE
SPONSORED BY THE TRIBE
OF ZEBULUN (JUNE), SIS.
TIFFANY HENRY, CAPTAIN
AND TRIBE OF JOSEPH
(JULY), SISTER BESSIE DAVENPORT, CAPTAIN.
NATIONAL
BAPTIST
CONVENTION, USA, INC.
112TH ANNUAL SESSION – CONGRESS – ST.
LOUIS, MO JUNE 19-23, 2017
WEST COAST BAPTIST
DISTRICT ASSOCIATION
THE WEST COAST
NEWSLETTER IS OUT, GET
YOUR COPY TODAY, ALL
WEST COAST CHURCHES
SHOULD HAVE THEM, YOU
WILL NEED TO GET ALL
THE
INFORMATION
ABOUT WHAT IS UPCOMING AT WEST COAST.
CONGRESS – HOST
HOTEL
INFORMATION:
Reservation cut-off date is,
Monday, June 27, 2017 – Staybridge Suites-St. Petersburg,
Downtown, 940 5th Avenue

South, St. Petersburg, 33705.
We have secured 20 studio
suites at $119.00 per night, July
17-21, 2017. You may also call
(855) 914-1821, use Booking
Code WCB (West Coast Baptist Association). Minister
Sharon Saulsby, Dean of the
Congress. The Host Church:
Friendship Missionary Missionary Baptist Church, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Senior Pastor/Moderator, 3300 31st
Street South, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712.
“THE SHIP” won't sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st St. S, St. Petersburg, FL 33712 Church Office: 727-906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
Now “Live Streaming”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net Visit Our Facebook page Visit West Coast
Baptist District Association
Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
Need a ride to church?
Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 906-8300 – Mon. –
Fri. from 9 am - 3 pm.
“Remember and pray for
our men and women in uniform as well as our veterans
this new year!”

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Jesus and identity - John 10:19-40
Jesus Christ is our Wayshower.
Through his example, we learn how to
demonstrate our divinity in this human
form. Jesus Christ manifested his divinity in
a way that the Jews had never before seen
or heard. His teaching, preaching and miracles were so unique that they were divided
among themselves about his identity. Some
thought that he was the Christ and others
thought he was a devil. They thought the
best way to get a clear answer to ask him.
His response was threefold.
First, he repeated the a rmative answer
that he was, in fact, the Christ, the anointing
of God upon a person, place or thing to do
something beyond normal. The Christ is a
level of consciousness where we recognize
our divinity, we know and actualize our unlimited potential. He did not just say that he

was the Christ, but he demonstrated that he
was the Christ through his actions. His
words were confirmed by his works.
Not only did Jesus identify as the Christ,
he also identified as the Good Shepherd. He
further explained to the Jews that they were
not able to fully understand who he was because they were not his sheep. Only his
sheep could really hear his voice and emulate who he was.
Finally, Jesus Christ explained that he
was the Son of God. When the Jews could
not handle the truth of his being, they attempted to stone him, but he escaped. He
a rmed, “I and my Father are one (John
10:30).” This meant that there was no separation between him and God. When people
saw him, they saw the Father (John 14:9).

Pastor Frank W. Peterman, Jr. along with the anniversary committee, and
the entire ROCK CHURCH
FAMILY EXTEND AN INVITATION
TO
OUR
15TH CHURCH ANNIVERSARY.
THEME: THE DES-

TINY OF THE CHURCH
Acts 2: 46-47
DATE: JUNE 11-18, 2017
The community is welcome to come and worship
with the church that expresses agappa love, greets
you with open arms an a
smile. Help us celebrate this

decade an a half in our
church life, praising God,
building his Kingdom here
on earth, evangelizing the
Child’s park community, as
the Lord commanded his
disciples.
Need a ride,
please call the church’s
phone 727-327-0015.

St. Mark MBC
Congregation Celebrates
Pastor’s 22nd Anniversary
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church family celebrated the 22nd anniversary
of its beloved pastor, the Reverend Brian K. Brown on
Sunday, June 11, 2017. The
speaker for the hour was
Bishop B. Franklin Browne
of Hattiesburg, MS. This
year’s theme - A Servant
Worthy … Lord Plant My
Feet on Higher Ground”.
Scripture reference - 1 Timothy 5:17. Congratulations
Pastor Brown on 22 years!
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church extends to
the community at large, its
prayer for an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon each of
you. As a body of believers in
a Christ-centered doctrine as
our central core, we continue
in the desire to be a haven of

hope, help, and healing for a
lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God,
willing to work and partner
in unity giving all praises to
God for the awesome gift of
His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for June
Jun 17 - Health Care Ministry of St. Mark sponsoring
a CPR and First Aide Class at
St. Mark at 9:30 a.m. Class
open to members and the
community.
Jun 17 - Father’s Day Celebration
Jun 24 - Y.A.M.S. Ministry - Cupcakes & Conversation for all Middle and High
School Youth of St. Mark 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Jun 25 - Destination
Graduation – Honoring High
School and College Graduates during the 10:45 a.m.
morning worship.

Sunday School for all Sunday mornings at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30 a.m.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:004:00 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The African American cultural influence is global
NNPA , from front page

he noted, because they
chose the theme of “taking back responsibility” at
the first Hip-Hop Summit.
“Because with freedom comes responsibility,” he said. “With
freedom of the press
comes
responsibility.
With freedom of speech
comes also responsibility.
And if you look at the history—the 190-year history of the black press in
America—you also see a
history of being responsible. Of sometimes having
our press the targets of
dynamite...because we
dared be responsible
enough to take a position
that’s oftentimes not only
controversial but also
very dangerous.”
In 1971, Chavis was
one of a group of activists
who were falsely convicted following a riot in
Wilmington, N.C., over
school desegregation, and
they became known
as the Wilmington Ten.
“Thank God genera-

tions of young people now
are seeing journalism not
only as a career,” he said,
“but seeing journalism as
a place for that same kind
of self-expression, for that
same kind of documenting the evolution of our
culture,” adding that
“every inch of progress
that black people have
made in the United
States” is of benefit to all
people.
He noted when Thurgood Marshall and many
others struggled to get
the Brown vs. the Topeka
Board of Education decision in 1954; it wasn’t just
to benefit black students
but all students. Yet segregation has once again become a reality.
Referencing a 2017
study, Chavis said the
state of segregation in
public schools is similar
to where it was not just 50
years ago but 100 years
ago.
Chavis recalled a conversation with author

Associate Dean of Diversity Bill Celis
at the University of California, Annenberg spoke
about the role of ethnic media in a digital world.

James Baldwin in the
1980s during which the
famed author told him
that black writers have to
“write with our pens in
ways that yes, sometimes
make our people uncomfortable, but also very
proud to be uncomfortable when they’re challenging injustice,” he
paraphrased.
Lauding the number
of African Americanowned newspapers in
Florida alone, he predicted that what has been
considered
marginal
press will eventually become the new mainstream press based not
only upon the ever-shifting demographics of the
country but growing interest. African American
cultural influence, he
added, is now global.
“And therefore the influence of our papers—
what we write with the
pen, what we publish,
what we distribute, the
photography, the images

that we put out—have
global significance,” he
said.
What has given rise to
the black press over the
years, Chavis averred, is
that it is trusted—going
all the way back to Freedom’s Journal, the country’s
first
African
American-owned and operated newspaper that
was established in 1827.
The time will come when
mainstream newspapers
will be quoting AfricanAmerican papers.
“Why? Because we
will be positioned not only
to report that firsthand
news coverage but once
it’s distributed, it has a
sense of being authentic,”
he said.
Concerning the prevalence of digital media
these days, Chavis said,
“the black print press is
not going out of business, we’re going to expand our business,” and
added it will strive to remain
accurate—some-

Janis Ware (left) from the Atlanta Voice and
Kelly McBride, vice president of the Poynter
Institute did a case study on sustainability.

thing that is not always
the case with some digital
media outlets.
“People trust you, you
know,” he remarked.
“That’s valuable. Our
readers rely on what we
have to say and why we
publish what we say.”
Giving the recent example of the Bill Cosby
trial, NNPA was the only
media outlet that he
would give an exclusive
interview to.
“What gives rise to the
value of the black press…
is that we are trusted.”
In regards to the business side of the press,
Chavis said it takes resources and advertising
and too many big companies don’t know that the
African-American newspapers are even around.
These papers need to do
more to engage large ad
agencies
and
get
them more involved.
He called upon the
Poynter Institute to help
the black press “engage

more on the point of mutual respect with the
mainstream press” and
underscored its influence
not only around the country but the world.
“The black press,” he
said, “is outreaching beyond the values of the
United States to the
Caribbean, Africa, to Europe and to Asia in ways
that we probably not anticipated 190 years ago.”
The second day of the
conference covered such
topics as the Role of Ethnic Media in a Digital
World, the Basics of Sustainability and Drawing
on the Community for
Content.
The two-day Florida
Ethnic Media Conference
was presented by the
Poynter Institute and the
University
of
South
Florida, St. Petersburg.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

USFSP Professor Bernardo Motta (left) and grad
student Indhira Suero Acosta spoke about the
benefits of having student contributors.

Interactive Learning Producer Ren LaForne gave
tools to enhance publishers’ digital presence.

Tammy and Daryl Johnson from N-Touch News

Rick Edmonds, Media Business Analysist
at the Poynter Institute

L-R, Sandy Close, New America Media,
Jenise Griffin Morgan, Florida Courier
and Carolyn Guniss, Miami Times

L-R, Catherine Cardwell, Dean Nelson Poynter
Memorial Library and Leah Bickley,
partnerships manager at the Poynter Institute.

Dr. Benjamin Chavis, Jr. and Lyn Johnson,
The Weekly Challenger

CONNECT WITH US!

L-R, Dr. Goliath Davis, Janis Ware
and Dr. Benjamin Chavis, Jr.

L-R, Sharon Fletcher, ONYX Magazine,
Kenya Woodard, Florida Sentinel Bulletin,
Rich Black, ONYX Magazine and
D. Shanell Reed, ONYX Magazine

